Blood Music

Chris Dench



blood music
for B flat clarinet, quarter-tone vibraphone, and.sevenfstring electric guitar

for asamisimasa...
Rolf Borch, clarinet
Hikon Stene, percussion
Anders Forisdal, guitar
...and Beatrice

Programme note:

I have long nursed a strange, cabalistic, conceit of music as being potentially self-aware—once it reached a sufficient level of
complexity, perhaps. In Greg Bear’s 1985 novel Blood Music a biogenetic researcher develops sentient cells that, to conceal, he
recklessly injects into himself. Once internalised they begin an unstoppable process of transformation, initially of the researcher
himself, and as they infect more and more of the world’s population, the entire biomass; in its place they create a global nodsphere:
a thought universe. Ultimately, the concentration of uncountable numbers of nano-intelligences causes quantum changes to the
continuum itself, and the cosmos is radically reshaped.

Combining these two fantasies, I embarked on a strange work for a strange instrumental combination. The first half of the piece
begins with a music made up of myriad small gestures strung together with harmonic sense seemingly suspended, concentrating
on the common ground between the three disparate instruments; cantabile. However, as the structure unfolds, the gestures are
gradually disrupted and eventually decay; the music ‘rethinks’ itself in a quite different form.

duration: circa 12 minutes




Performance notes:

1 Accidentals only apply to the notes they immediately precede. Dynamics have nine steps:
pppp (borderline audible) - ppp - pp — p — mf - f - ff — £ff — fff (maximum possible)

2 Metronome marks are set on the fast side; slightly slower tempi that assist the sense of counterpoint are
acceptable.

3 Clarinet should be right-stage (ie., audience’s left), vibraphone centre-stage, and guitar left-stage. Balance
between the instruments is crucial. In small auditoria, the guitar can use a small portable loudspeaker, and set
balance acoustically, so that it does not ever dominate. In larger halls, it may be advisable to amplify the clarinet
and vibraphone also, and balance through a mixing-desk.

4 Marcato signs (>) are used to indicate emphases. They should not be given too strong an attack, except where
context demands it.

5 In the vibraphone line, not all sustains are notated through; pedalling provides the guide. Occasional hand-
damping is required, and a bow.

6 The specific guitar written for is a solid electric seven-string [I—VIL: E, B, G, D, A, E, B], with 22 frets. Four
general tone-colours have been suggested:

I 2/3 treble,1/3 bass—clear, sharp

IT 3/4 treble, 1/4 bass—more edge

IT1 1/3 treble, 2/3 bass—mellow, jazzy

IV 1/2 treble, 1/2 bass—clear, gentle
These are a very general guide. Dynamics should be achieved by a judicious combination of attack and pedal. Semi-
acoustic instruments would be acceptable also, or even a fully acoustic instrument with sufficient frets—use
either a pick-up across the sound-hole or an air-mike, and a pedal-board.
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