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Quiescence  for  BP 
(2022) 

 
for piano 

 
from the heretical bagatelles, Book III of the Phase Portraits 

 

for Bruce Petherick 
 

Quiesc’ent adjective 
 

1. Resting, tranquil 
2. (Of a letter) not sounded 
3. Inactive, without input to activate it (computing) 
4. Still 

 
©Chris Dench 2022 

 
Duration: ~10 minutes 



 
 

▪ Accidentals only apply to the notes they immediately precede.  
 

▪ Interpretatively, the music should be calm and a touch melancholy. There should be a sense of latent energy that never quite releases.  
 

▪ Dynamic profile: there are five dynamic steps in this work: 
pppp—ppp—pp—p—mf 

 

There is no mp  dynamic. The mfs should be seen as a momentary emergence from the surrounding shadows.  
 

Dynamics should be not be treated as a simple linear soft→loud: they function as variations in the local context.  
 

▪ The tempo should be very, very slow. The intention is a sense of eventlessness, an absence of signposts. There should be occasional 
wisps of melody.  
 

▪ There are few full pedal releases in this piece, and many moments where notes or chords need to be sustained manually through 
pedal (semi-)releases. In general the player should decide just how much resonance to allow through.  
 

Although it is not notated performers are encouraged to make use of the third pedal to assist with the overlapping sustains. 
Similarly, Una corda is not notated but could be used to assist with dynamic shading. 
 

 

Program note: 
 

Like all my pieces, this work is a continuously changing rigorous forcefield. In this instance, however, so few notes are dropped-in that 
the underlying architecture is never entirely realised nor fully expressed. What exists is a faint, sketched-in, trace of the edifice that sits 
behind, like software that is barely running. Paradoxically, the resulting sonic surface has an extempore feel.  
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